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Justtwo letters...buta world
of epic scenery, blockbuster
adventure, timewarp charm,
exquisite food and drink,
and laid-back antipodean
attitude. With so muchto
soak up, though — and, let's
be honest, no ideawhen
you'll ever pass this way
again — youneed to know
what's worth one of your
precious days and what's
not. That's why we've

filled the next 24 pages

with only the country’'s true
unmissables. Hold tight!
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Clear, sunny Weathermight be better for the snapshots, but raging
Huka Fallsis most magnificent when the rainis chucking down:
e swollen channel of the Waikato River, New Zealand's longest,
Brced through a narrow peck of volcanic rock, resulting in a foamy,
gcmus cascade spurting more than 220,000 litres a second.
It s prettyas. apacture when seen from the lookout above, but nothing
7 ~beats the freshmtstﬂung upon your face from the maelstrom at the
Bturbulentwhite froth calms.to cool aquamarine.
; mise(hukafallsduse conz; £20for80
DE - boardthe haxrakdestroymg Huka
wyou‘llshootwathina\‘sﬁm sreachof a'agwmdcs steep
; wavwamxeesandshallowbanksm yev&ed-up jetboat ;
itradition) thatperforms 360§pms in theshallow
ite mmb‘et_com- £62for30 mlnutes) -

-
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Central Otago stillhas treasures Qnoffer,sa

As the brambly Mavours rush across my
palate, I feel them turn darker, serious.
brooding, [ give my glass a swirl and
0 in for a secomd gulp, savouring the
wine's rich complexity. No wonder this

is considersd the king of Kiwi Pinot
Noirs - just a few sips and [ can feel my aching, dusty
limbs reviving. But I'm stirred from my vinous ¢piphany
by Felton Road's assistant winemaker, ‘This is still the
wine agelng (n the barrel.” he says, “You can just imagine
how good it'l] be by the time it’s bottled next year.” 1 stick
out my glass. | need another taste before [ ean agree,
Arriving in Central Otago 24 hours earlier had been
ashock. After the blue lakes, snowy peaks and lush
greenery of Queenstown, | had driven just an hour and
encountered & veritable desert: dramatic hills covered
in rocky tors, barven apart from the odd vineyard and
luminous river. So why was | - why was anyone - here?
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Vine way togo:
above Fellon Roaad
Vineyard. oncof
New Zealand's maost
tamous. Opposite,
cyclingcathe 01290
Contral Rad Trail:
makemineared

ySs Alicia Milter (rai'smganbther gléss)

The aquamarine river Clutha is the key - because
back In the 1860s, when someone stood al the waler's
odge and dipped a hand into the water, they lound it
filled with gold. The Dunstan Gold Rush, which made
millionaires of lucky locals in the Late 19th century,
attracted treasure-seekers from as far alield as Californi.
Hamlets sprang up around Central Otago (o house Chose
who came to seek their fortunes, but when the supply ran
dry a few decades later, the gold- seckers lelt, The towns,
for the most part, were left to crumble behind them.

But as [ pull into sleepy Chyde, | don't see a ghost
town. [nstead, there's a pretey little high street working
a Wild West-gone-posh vibe. Period mudbrick houses,
fronted with white picket fences and flosver gardens,
have been transtormed Into hotels, restaurants and
boutigue shops. There's a vintage-style cinema with
enormous leather armchairs. Best of all though, there's
Olivers, an adorable B&E (and scon restaurant and



craft brewery) in a gorgeously restored, right-side

of Kitsch former coaching house.

Wine is the new godd. And Clyde being a peime place
for boutique vineyards in Central Otago, I head out
exploring, making an appointment at nearby Two
Paddocks, a vineyard and winery owned by actor Sam
Nedll. But like any other winery in Clsde, this isn't about
spectacle ([eant spot asingle autographed poster). but
rather just about making good {very good) Pinot Neir.
Wandering round the property, seeing the biodynamic
garden, lvender and saffron groves, vintage Afrstream
camper and pet kunekune pig. Angelica. is lovely. But
nothing beats the moment the Pinot Noir hits my lips.

I take a bottle to go and drink it greedily later with a
dinner of chicken-and-camembert pie from the local pub.
Where there's indulgence, there must also be
penance, and for that, next morning, [am up early to ride
the Otago Central Rail Trail. so called becanse i follows

‘ SIPPING

. TIP
Fans of lightto
medium-bodied
reds wiladore
the Pinot Neir
here, but white
butts will asotind
fine Rieslings,
Chardommays.,
Pinot Cris and
Smrvignon Blex s

the line of a defunct railroad track to Dunedin. The full
length is 150km or about three days’ cyeling, but 1've
cherry picked the best (and, abem, downhill)l bit from
which crosses
bumpy wooden bridses, snakes thromgh tight rocky

Auripo 1o Ophir. Along the dusty path

corridors amd dives through pitch black, hand dug
tunmnels - vou can almost hear the old train chugging
along. By the time Tend in little Ophir (like Clvde, but
smaller), [ leel like a 19th century goki secker myself,
There's only one suitable rewand for my exertions
more wine. Over (0 Bannockburn it is, then, o visit
Central Otago’s, ifnol the country’s, most famous
which is where Leame in,
[ hold cut my glass again. (0 really isa very good Pinot)
Shebikeshebikes (shebikeshebilas.co.nz) has bike

winery. Felton Road

rentals for use on the Orago Central Rail Trail, from
£22 per day. Olivers BEB {oliverscentrakyagocnns;
doubles from £115.>

—
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Wellington beauts ¥

Follow ourlead and hit the six sexiest spots inNZ's capital of cool

1Garage Project

it'snotjust fortattooed-and-bearded hipsters
—rightnow, everyone'sIntoxicated by
Wellington's craft-beer scene, Tuatara
Breweries hoppy concactions gotthings
flowing afew years back —itsbottiesnow rest
onbar counters atywide — but Garage Project
grabsthegongforthecoolest set-up,its
brewsary and cellarinhabiting an old petrol
station, all graffiti art and throbbing tunes.
Regutarssaunterintosup ortorefillplastic2ls
withwhatever's ontap thatweek_it'sopenfor
tastings every day, althoughif youlike your
beerbland, don'tbother — pushing boundaries
is the name of the game here, highlighted by
lemangrass and grapefruit pale ale, stoutmade
with cerealmilk, and devilishly spicy lagerwith
chilll, watermelonandrosepetal. 68 Aro St;
garageproject.co.nz.

2 Swonderful

Bohemian Cuba Streetis the port-of-call forNZ
vintage fashion - cig-puffing art students,
fashlonfanatics, yurmmy-mummies and
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shoeless hippies mass herelikenowhere else
inthe land. AtSwonderful tap into the 'SOs vibe
as you rummage for palika-daot aressas, flared
shorts, jeweliery, totes and stationeny. if you're
serious about shopping, tryGoadasGald on
Victora Street (goodasosid.conz) —this
multi-levelied shop stocks anedlectic act

of top-quality, very ‘now’ clothing. 241 Cubo St
swonderful.co.nz.

3 Wellington Chocolate Factory
Thechocolate here is organic, ethical —and
darntasty. The single-~origin bars are eéxquisite,
but consider plicking up the coconut-cream
dairy-free, orquirkyflavoursincluding hop
chocolate —they're delicious andthey feature
tocal arton thelr wrappers. Still hungry?
You'reinthe thick of Wellington's artsan-food
quarter, mere stepsfrom Six Barrel Soda
{sixbarrelsoda.co.nz) formodernfizzy pop:
Fix and Foqg (fixandfogg.co.nz) for velvety
peanutbutter; and Goldings craftbeerbar
(golgngsfreedive.conz) to slake your thirst
nstyle. 5 Eva St wef.conz.

4Mojo Coffee :
When|s a coffee netjust a coffee? Whenit's
inWellngton, wherglt'ssisoact culture ang®
sociattubricant. Inthe heart of New Zaaland's
catteine caprtalyou'ilfindmorecafesthan -
peopletofill them, butMejois counted among
the best. inside an otd dockside warehouse,
roasters radiate aromas of toasted beans,
Comne forthedreshest-evertotake homa

— offerings change constantly torepresent
what's fresh and fabulous fromcoffee growers
aroundthe world. Or head straightforthe
cafe acrossthe street, wheretheydoamean
flatwhite, the signature strong-brew coffee-
and-mitk combo that's New Zealand's gift
tothe world Shed 13, Kumutoto Plaza;
mojocoffee.conz.

S Museum Hotel

Youdon'thaveto stay atthe Museum Hotelto
appreciateits over-the-top lobby —infact, the
hotel's finest featureis opento all. It's arrayed
withhead-tuming artworks gathered by the
hotel's owner, everythingrotatedregularty to




‘keepitvibrant. Onany given day expecttocgle
asurrealist Manalisa, ashiny redmotorcysieor
agaudylintullas youhead tothe restaurant,
Hippopotamus, totoss backa few cocktails and
debate vihatit all means. 50 Cable St museum
hotet.conz: doubles from £128, room only,

6 Loretta

Withinatranqul weenb of natural-wead decor,

fresh, modern Kiwi cuisine is the arder of the
day atthisnew restaurant, sister tothe pop
2a's, nearby. Whatever time of day
hunger pangs strike, they'll sérve upweod-
fired pizzas, ricotta, walnutandre
sandwiches and prepo
salads Andifyouneedtooffsetthed
ofitallwithabitof grunge, popdown to Ekim's
parking lot-cum-burger pop-up onthe comer
of Cuba Stre nd Abel Smith Street, to devour
aBeefyPete(cheese, baconand guacamoie)
T81CubaSt; Loretta net.nz

TotalGuide | New Zealand

*, Commune with

the kauri

Nature puts you firmly backin
vour bax when you stand befare Tane
Mahuta, It's New Zeatands largest kaun,
the country s iconk evergreen tree
Roughly 2,000 yearsoldand 4.4min
diameter, it soars 1I8mbefore eventhe
first branch appears — more monument
than plant, It can be foundin Waipoua
Forest, which spreads along a stretch of
Northlsland coastine Forkeengreen
travellers it's amust, with raised
wooden footpaths and trallsintoits
fern-verdantdepths. The bestway to
experience itsundercanvas lorina
campervanl atone of the basic but
beautdful Department of Conservation
campsites [doc govt nz; from £5ppl.
There's apoputaronewith acommunal
kitcheninthe Trounson Kaur Park,

Uncover akiwi
& Itsrare.the sightof anungae

% kiwibobbing atlongtheforest
floan they' we beanwipedoutaooss
mast of the country — butthare's hope at
Zedanaalvisitzealandia.cony £38 nighe
tour). Encased by kilometres of predatos
proof fence Wellngton's sanctuaryis
a safe havenforNZ'snational symbol
andotherendangared birds, including
the fightless.purple-tingadtakahe.
Elsewhere kivds can sometimesbe
seenon Stewart istand, thaugh the most
reliable betis an alter-dark boal trip with
Bravo Adventure Cruises (kiwispotting
conz; £72)toabeach where theyfead
Brds yourbag? Onthe Otago Peninsula
spotyellow-eyedpenguinsquarding
20gs, andalbatrosses gliding gracedully
above the water MaonarchCruises,
wildife.conz; £121for aday).

KICK BACK ON WAIHEKE

. Whentheweesendrolls
arcund, Aucklarders getupto
calchtheearty ferryto sleepy

Waheke lsland, They cross shammering
wraters, sometimes broken by the
splashof orcas, andpowr anto this little
famity-gane-trendy hideaway, The
island’s abeauty —ruggedandwildin

the east, with gentle hills inthe west

rofing out 1o sea — and has evolved into
one ol the Country/Sfinestwine regions

AL pecturesque Mudbeick (muodbnck

o nz), stock up onsilky Viogners ang

elegant Chardoninays; as you siprich

rounded Syrabsurged from the Jurasse
sails, youcanoglepretty Cable Bay Thee
take apew at the Oyster Inn theoyster
innconziodevowr Te Matuku oysters
ancd crayfshrisctta As the day cools
comventiondictates retirmg to 2cute
bachholiday bome) by thesea Or
better still 1o abungalow at Oneroa's
breezity beasutiful Boatshed hotel
Baoatshed conw from£354, B&E) >

-t
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Meet with Maoi"l
Heard of the haka? 'ﬂ'ntﬂum\pmg,gvbhng thigh-slappmg dance
madefamousbyﬁuelm Blacks?it's traditiona
Maori, New Zealand'sindigenous peopl
Rotorua, NorthIsland, the epicentre:
and vibrantby Te Puia, a JOvernin communttyln Whakarewarewa
Thermal Valley. Therearecan-hg amiweaving schools, walking tours,
hangibarbecues (where the foodis cooked onhot stonesin a covered
pit)and live music shuws,inda&vgthe haka (tepula.com; day pass
and performance £34). North of Auckland, nose around Te Hana Te Ao
Marama's recreated pa (fortified vaﬂage) —there are tours every hour
between Samand 4pm from WeChesdavto Sunday {tehana.co.nz; from
lly. book into Moanara Beach Cottage, inthe Bay of
Wners, Miriaand Taroi, descendants of the Ngati
will happily talk to you about Maorilife over
nz: from £69,B&B).
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Getontrad
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Frogm the air, the view of the landscape
between Auckland and Wellington

isn't thal inspirin
ground,

wnon the
ory. I'm swaving
along in one of Kiwi Rail’s brilliant

apen-air carriages, marvelling al

a Dakota DC3 plane painted bright bloe

in Mangaweka like a giant’s ofTu

comes on the heels of the seven metre

asheep-shearer, rising like a wacky col

another

crowning a cafe
. That sighting
statue of
S over the
self-proclaimed ‘Shearing Capital of the World”, Te Kuitl.
Further down the line at Taihape, a huge upturned
gumboot bares [ts sole at us as we pass. Whaoo-hoo!
Along with surreal trackside sculpture, New'
trains are steeped in lald-back charm
taking my time to crk

land's
which i 'm
s5-Cross the country by rail, going
from North to South and eventually over the mountains

to Greymouth. The ding-ding-ding of bells at every
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Rail way:the

TranzAlpine's

spectacularscenery,
Opposite, clodowise
from top, the Coastal
Padficserviceruns
right by the ocean;
MountCookand
Mount Tasman
retlectedin Lake
Mathesan caytizh
— 3 Katkoura
speciality
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crossing conjures memaories of backwater towns in old
Hollywood films. StafTexude genuine warmth, There's
even a seductive whispering in my car

commentary Lhat enriches

the free

ch view with local tales,
mixing useful facts with vignettes of characters., such
as 19th-century ‘Ready Maney Robinson’, who paid
for land out of 3 wheelbarrow piled high with dosh,

The Northern Explorer is the country's longest train

route. a letsurely 10-plus hours, covering the 630km from
Auckland to Wellingto
en youte. Don't
golden

vith stretch-your - leg breaks
s slow travel - rartling past wiki bush,
olcanoes smoking at the heart of
Tangariro National Park, the teenage Peter Jackson began
to believe that NZ might pass for Tolkien’s Middk Earth.
mmersed in Wellington's cultural
Cook Strait, through the

to link up with the

L3180 |
-

T
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Aswe curve through Marlbarough vineyar

e hills, the South ppears Hke an explosion ol

an almast tonch the sand as we career for 100km
‘seals to Katkoura, where | alight by

ark, grainy shore. A majestic spurof the §
am Junction it

hern Alps
o doown into the s

[sold fresh ITom stalls on littk: hays where s

in the sunl. ounge that cvening at Fyffe Ce

a luxurious Kiwi take on an English o

beside a drifowoead -strewn erescent of biack

Next day, after an exhilarating moming on a boat

aut in the blustery blue Pacilic, I swap whales fo

and begin the three-hour trip to Christc?
| find buzzing with post-earthquake rein
I'he TranzAlpine line is famous or a re.

SWou

CRAVY
TRAIN

and ask bufiet
statttoreservet
me oplions

sl ot Fast!

Christchurch, the views get wilder, climbing through
high prairie and muscular mountains, We disembark
for a breather at Arthur’s Pass, a gagele of old buikiings
hemmed by beech woaods, and a galeway to fortune
N NS 19th - century g

The treasure now is the scenery. We descend past the

ng mecca of Lake Brunner into thic

A once-booming gold town, Grevmouth conldn’l feel
more end-of -the-line, its memaries cradled ina pint stzed
muscum by a deserted quay. Insade, 2 205 Lrain map
shows the skein of routes that once criss-crossed the
Islands. It's amazing hoaw few remain. But i's quality
not quantity that counts now — and New Zealand's
rathways have it by the carriage-load.
Kiwi Rall (kiwirailscenic.co.nz) runs from Auckiand to
Wellington from £103. Picton to Kaikowra from £36, anxd
Kaikowra to Christchurch from

e Country Tiax
(fuffecountrytodge.com) has doubles from £130, B&E.>

-
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Go extreme

Don't justtake inthe view — to appreciate New Zealand's most awesome landmarks properly, youneed to get involved

1TREK ONGLACIERS

Franz Josef Glacier

Soutnisland's Southem Alps cradle some

of the mostremarkabie sights inthe southern
hemisphere, but few beat Franz Josef to
theupperreaches of the classic bucket list
Theglacieris a stumingice mass, forming
agynamicduo with the Fox Glacker, and
accassible only by heliopter. The jourmey
merely makes avisittons austerely beautiful
surface allthemore spedial. You wher throwgh
the air across Mount Cook National Park

— tens of thousands of hectares of sprawling
wilderness — and landfor atramp over the
frozen surface, marvediing atthemaqgic of ke
as natwre sculptedit Iglacierhelicopters.conz;
from £12610r 20 minutes, orcombine with the
Fox Glacer for 30 minutes from £160). Want to
bhoost the exhilaration level evenfurther? Sign
up lor the Helilce Climb, and test your nerves as
youice-puck alongfrozenaquamarine chasms

{franzjoselglacer cam; £267) — or soothe
post- ke imbsowith asteamy soakin the
glacier hat poals (glacierhotpoats.conz; £13).
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2SAIL ACROSS AHISSING
CRATER
White Island
Waycuttasea S0kmoff the east coast of the
Bay of Plenty, anandgentmarne volcano dozes
apgged-edged, racky doughnutinluminous
watersof blue and green. Neitherdormant nor
fudby active, itis unigue inthe woeld, prood of the
dynami nature of New Zealand's langscape
the country s stdl awork in progress — nthe
case al White IsLand, it's being thrustup from
below the seabed. Nopeople land scarcely
any plants) canlivehere — as suggesteaby
the ageingruins of a sulphur-mining factory,
destroyed by ablastn 1914, Butit's possible
to spendaday walkng aross the almost
lunar landscape of gurgling mud poals, reshing
vents and cene sulphur crystals. Scramble
through the crater, listening for the hiss of the
fumaroles as they redeaxse steam, and watchtor
colonies of snowy gannets, the only residents.
White Jsdand Tows fwfutenslond conz) has
six-hourtours to White [slond frovn
Whakatane for £103

DR Y NS

3HIKE THEPICTURE-PERFECT
VOLCANO

The Tongariro Alpine Crossing
Rust-coloured hot-water streams flow
through the stark Lavafigddsinthe North island's
valcanic heart, And s the track dimbs towards
the vast bowd of the South Crater, steamy
blastsare avearnmg that Toagariro is still highly
active. The Tongariro Crassing s the king of
extravegantly landscaped day treks, unvedng
photogenic otheswadldliness withevery step.
The 12 4km trek ascends steadily overndgesto
more than 1800mabove sealevel (soyoullget

agoad workout), Ta the rightloonys Ngaurvhoe,
wrhichdoubled as Mot Doomin The Lavd of
the Rings

stamedwithmmerals, youpick your way
Y

fromthe scarlel Red Crater peak,

carefully
therout
andthe belching Te Mandraters. Smoking!

Gofully gunded with Adnift (adrif Inz.conz; £776),

back downpast the EmeratdLakes,

¢ imed with hitlowang lumaroles

orpse the shuttle service (langanroorassing

)10 get bock to the Mongalepopo car

povk storting pownd, »



TAKE TO THE AIR
For the finest vistas, you'llwant to get up high. Reatly high.
Butwhich sky ride is for you?

SOARINGINA

TIGERMOTH

OVERWANAKA
Bestfor: Old romantics,
airplane geeks, and
adrenaline-dabblers.
The experience: Saling
through the doads, your
body exposediothe ar—it’s
the closest youll evergetto
fyinglike a bird. Startinthe
vintage-styled hangar,
complete with '40s tunesin
the background setting the
maadloe your Ccostume
changeintajumpsuitand
Amelia Eahart-esque
sheepskin-lined leather
jJacketiit's agoodlook and

keeps you warm, too). The
Twger Moths coze the charm
of days goneby. Soonalter
your plat eases you into
lift-off the peaks of Mount
Aspringandthe glimmes of
Lake Wanoks appex belore
vou, and — ol coprse — that

Bluse expanse that you can

reachout and Amast touch
Windin your hair, Wanaka
beneathyou, flyeg bexames
athing of romance

The highlight? The barrel
rolls. Paytheextra£ 12 o do
someloopsinthesky —it's
scary for asecond, then you
feel ke you'rein Top Gun
(classicflights.conz: £133 for
20 minutes, or £I55 for 30
with aerobatics).
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HOT-AIR

BALLOONING

ABOVE
CANTERBURY PLAINS
Bestlor: Couples, famies,
and Instagrammers.
The experience: Utler
serenity. Afterhelpingto
assembiethe balloonin
afarmer'sfield, you hop
into the basketwith New
Zealand's champéon hot
air ballooner, and ascend
smoathly into the sky.
The Canterbury Plans are
a 300km -wide patchwork of
farmland belows you. Mount
Cook andKaikowra are, on
cleardays.onthehorizon

and the Pacitic Ocean

stretches nunyieldng
tones of blue. Thanks 1o
favourable winds, thisis
the mostreliable placein
New Zealand torhot-ai
ballooning imeaning
youre muchmorelbkely
tomake thefiight thanin
Queensiown). Theview n
winter, of snow-capped
mauntains and he sunrisng
over the Pacific, is nothing
short of spectacular
Thehighlight? Hearing
sheep bleat and cows moo
asyoupass averhead
it'smighty quictup there
From £171 for an hour with
Balloorng Canterbury
Mhallooningcanterbury.com)
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i
Getthe glow(worm!,un Wi
There’s nothing quite asi’ém .

roof of the WautomoG 1Cay 3
what's creating the stardust aboy _The glow-worms that
light up the roofs and walls are actually gnatlarvae, andthe
lightthey give off ba‘éslglgdhﬁfe preytoagrisly death.
Buthumans are too blgtogetcauylt inthe spiderweb-like
trails they dangle toh'abqhs'ects and the gnats don't bite.
Besides, the magicis lncormarable when all lights are off
and visitors, hushedto sntenCe,are navigated through the
caves on a small boat. The 45-minute cruise isrelaxed, but
thereis an adventurous alternative: abseiling 35minto the
caves, flying through the darkness on azip-wire, then leaping
into the icy underground river with aninner tube around

your bum — ropes affixed along the cave walls allow

‘tubers' to pull themselves through. Once there, the torches
go off and tiny bright dots fill the darkness in their thousands
(waitomo.com; cruise £25; abseiling £119).>
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Hit theroad

Hire a campervan and get the freedomtoroam,
says AnnaHart, as she explores South Island

Asaresthess
traveller who loves
¢ cxploring on foot

| or by bike. the idea
of campervanning
didn’t fireme
with instant enthusiasm. But one
thing I'd been told is that New
Zealand rewards those who get out
on the open road. Highways in this
sparsely populated outdoorsy nation
are peppered with cales, picnlc spots
and basic campsites, while trails lead
10 tranguil forests - and you're never
far from quirky B&Bs and vinevards.

So, impatient to get back to nature,

we loaded up our Spotify playlist,
scribbled all over a Department of
Conservation map of campsites 1o
overnight in, stocked up on RY's

liquorice and hit the tarmac.

Christchurchto Nelson, via
Kaikoura: 399km; 3 days
For me, variely of scenery is the
spice ol'life. Happily, New Zealand
pussesses a pusitively Gokle
landscape, We're ned Gir north

of Christchurch when the rolling
hills and neatly manicunsd rows
of Riesling and Pinet Noir grapes
of Canterbury’s wine region, the
Waipara Valley, give way to the
dramatic peaks of the Southern
Alps. We turn inland, towards
the spa resort of Hanmer Springs.
to celebrate the end of our first
day with a reviving soak in

the thermal pools.
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Relaxed we may be, but we're
up early the next morning, 1o wind
along the rugsed cast coast, where
the Southern Alps meet the Pacific
Ocean, Katkoura is firmly on the
tourist map for its whale watching,
but for us, it the driving there thal
is the main attraction. We scoll’
mussels from roadside Nin's Bin and
seal-spaot through the car window,
watching seabirds dive into the

vaves, before walking the coastline

Soon we re-enter wine country,

this time the Marlborough region,

through which we coast to the pretty

seaside town of Picton, Many stop
here but, looking for adventure, we
drive off Highway 1 at Teamarina
past Rarangi Beach, along a gusty
stretch of ooast to \Whites Bay.

Here we spend a night without
another soul inskght. This Is what
campervanning is allabout..

Nelsonto Queenstown,
via the West Coast: 872km;
6 days

Maost visitors sKip the West Coast
because it adds serious mileage on
the clock. bat we're in the moeod

for solitude, so we head to Westport
via the Buller Gorge on Highway 6,
where we stop offand walk the
swing brdge - 2 more contemplative
way to inhale your surroundings
than the whizzy jet boats. The
beaches of the West Coast are
deserted and dramatic, strewn with
dnftwood, but cursed by sandTies,

-

Scsthern belle:
above. flock-
walching onSouth
Ishnd, yachls
meccedinWalawa
By, Picton
Qppgosie. Mount
Cook looking aver
Lake Pukaks; beware
PENGUINS Crossing
on the west coast
Hanmer Springs
sparesoct

which make mosquitocs soem
downright benevolent. We jumpand
twitch around in our jandals (the
Kiwi term for flip flops) as we light
a fire, then give up and watch the

sun godown incomfort through
the window of cur campervan, We
drink Marlborowgh Pinet Noir from
plastic cups ~ the way it's meant

o be enjoved, | suspect.

We're in no rush to reach the Fox
Glacer - who'sin a hurry to get
cold? - sowe linger in the heritage
town of Grevmouth, the end of
the TranzAlpine railway line from
Christchurch, walking the old
railway tracks and mining tunnels
of the Hokitika Gorge, drinking
in views of lush vegetation and
marvelling at the pioneer spiril
that inspired recent Booker winner
Eleanor Catton's The Luminaries
Hokizika in the 21st century is more
famous for grub than gold. and the



annual Wikltoods Festival in March
= on every foodie's bucket list.
Franz Josed Glacier and Wanaka
beckon, but again the journey there
proves my favourite bit. Crossing the
Haast River and working our way
inland via the Haast Pass, we realise
that road-trip scenery doesn't get
much more dramatic than this. so
jump out to wander awhik along
roadside trails. When we hit
Wanaka, we drive out towards
Mount Aspiring. As the tarmac
runs out. we exhale, and continue
on into ourawn Lttle slice of
wilderness, for a day of mountain
biking with not a tour bus in sight.
Ihe road to Queenstown serves
as an ad for coming attractions, with
a magnifioent drive over the Croawn
Range and down to the shores of
Lake Wakatipu. Skipping the busy
downtown, we [ind a nice, quict
campsite just 15 minutes away,

We've pot used to having New
Zealand to ourselves, Tsupposc..

Queenstown to Glenorchy:
46km; 40 minutes

Mast visitors sign up for a quick
skydive in Queenstown then make
a beeline for Milford Soumnd, but my
hushamnd, being Scottish, is keen

to see some Highland scenery and
we've been tipped off thal the road 1o
Glenorchy is a treat. ICs uncanny
we feel as if we're driving north of
Fort William, and then suddenly
we'll spy a subtropical palm (ree
giveaway. Watching the scenery
speed past. stopping to picnic
wherever we want, making sharp
turns onto dirt roadks that look oo
entiing to ignore, we're in heaven.,
Or rather, we're in New Zealamd
drinking in the very frecdom we hil
the road for,

For campervan rmtals, see page 80.>

Whakaparato Russell:
Enroutetathe Bay of

Islands, make a detour off

Highwary Tat Whakapara
for astunning coastal
drive along the Old
Russell Road, racing the
Whangaruru Bay and
stopping farlunchat
Hedena Bay Hill Caré.

Gisborneto Tolaga
Bay: Geiame, wathils
quirky cafes, vintage
shop, pop-up theatre

and boutique winenes,

is afavourite summer-
break destination for Kiwi
students, andilmakes
aperfect startingpaint
foratripup the eastcaast

Want to tackle North Island?

towards rugged, isolated
TolagaBay. Highway 35
snatedsously rough
gaing but youtibe
révsarded withthe views.

Wellingtonto
Castlepoint: Atwo-and-
a-hatf-hour drivefrom
the buzzy cultural capital
takes youthreugh

the winecountry of
Masterton and
Martinboroughandea
totheruggedcoastine,
ending at Castiepoint

— thisis what English
peached musthave
looked like atew
centiries agobelore
mass tourismruneditall.

—
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Don'tleave them to the sheep —

New Zezland's 'stations’

occupy some of the country’s most gorgeous landscapes.
And they come with good old-fashioned Kiwi hospitality

THEAFTERNOON JAUNT

West Wanaka

Afarmvist might not automatically suggestthrils,
yel nerveswall ingle as you rumble up the rugged
slopes towards West Wanaka station, Luxkity,st's
nat the first irme the SWD drver has made the
ascent tothis isolated farm aon the brink of remote
andpgged Mount Aspiring Natonal Park And
gettng there is part of the fun, bumping along
steep paths and over rock-strewn grasses, cippng
spiny matagouritrees, Cows and sheep fillthe
frame, while at the summitthe view s of qrey
mountans againstblue sky, and the giint of Lake
Wanaka carved by glacers. There'llbetales of
Maon burial caves or Prohibition parties atislands
nthe lake s cantre, but nothing tranquillises quite
like stopping to pet baby Lambs on the way badk
down Mdgefine Adventures Wild Hills 4WD

Safort nagetinenz.cony, £120pp for four howrs.

THEHOMELY STAY

DePreauxLodge

De Preaux Lodge may laok ke amadern
homestay butit's onareal working farm, and
o Joy andlinknow abot life fved fram the
Land For guests, days are as hands -onas they's
Ve g the lush landscape of Matamata, mthe
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NarthIsland (most guests opt for faem - iterather
thanfull-onmuck-mn). Watch the cows being
herded betweenpaddocks inspring, help feed
the calves or befriend pet sheep Daisy and Cookie
Dinneris ahome-cooked famedy affar, sourced
straxght from the burstng organe garden oot
front, withmeat from the farm's own Ivestock
Depreguxiodge.com: dovbles from £88 B&6

THE LUXURY RENTAL

The Lodge at Walter Peak

Ahighiightof avistto Watter Peak I1s boaraing

the century-old steamship TS5 Eamnstowfora
45-minute chug over thelcy watersof Lake
Wakatpu. Thisis astunnerof a station, ringed by
snow-cappedmountains, witharestaurant, shop
and a sheep-shearing show tor day-trippers
reajourneys.conz; from £40). Butqo one better
and hire aprivate luxury station The Lodge at
Walter Peak has awow-indudng view to the [ake
and, apartlreenthe sheep grazing thehills, utter
solitude Caretakers Lucy and James will take you
hoese-ridng andkayaking, or whsk youoftfora
pravate picnic lunchinan okdshepherds hut. You!'ll
requrnin tirne far aglass of kecat Pinatwith conapeés
froem your peivate chet, Steens up 1o 10 frorm £880,
minmurn three mghts: thelodge net.ne

.
A S

Cook up aFranco-

. Kiwistormin Akaroa

Settled by the Frenchinthe

ISthcentury, Akaoais aslice of Gallic
gorgeousness on apeninsuta soultheast
of Christchurch, The Tricolore waves
fromclapboard houses lining the
wratertront.rase bushes bloom beside
tropical flory and acrass fromthe
pier, the Akaroa Cookery Schoolis
urnmissaile, Passionate foodie duo the
Bentieys extol the local boeentyinther
classes 8 inall) 'Freshitramthe Whart”
akaroaccoking conz; £114pp) starts at
thefishmonger'stolearnhowtochoose

fish, betore alessonin samon-smoking
or butter-frying faky groupger. Every
class sliberally lacedwithwine, <o
overnight a1 Beaufort House, acosy B&B
JustIOmintes walk away (Beauloct

| house oz doutles from £I80)

|

« SeetheAllBlacks

The New Zealand natanal
rugbyunion teamis a force

of nature {since 1903 only five natwons
have gefeated the All Blacks ina Test
matchl and away of Ufe Tocatchthemn
macton hit Auckland’s EdenPark
it's sandwachedbetween two hip
residental areas (Mount Edenand
Kingsland), and just minutes from
cafes, wane bars and tapas points.
The nevdy sproced-up stadum can
accommadate 50,000 and, thisbaing
the NZnational sport, youll see all
sorts, from couples onadate lo
20-strong family groups. Onthe
way, stopforapntotMac’s Goldat
thendustrial-chicNeighbowhaood
(neighbourhoad.conz), and post-
match jointhe quenes at Handmade

| Burgers handmade-burgers.conz)

| foraf£5BBQBull
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New Zealand doesn't haveto send the adrenaline
soaring. Gentle activities can be just the ticket, too:
say,

. This long stretch of coastline, north
of Auckland, is soisolated you won't see another
soul. (Where birdlife is concerned, mind, it's Piccadilly
Circus: dotterels, fairy terns, blue herons and
oystercatchers all callithome.) As you trot along, the
silky sand is broken by palms, native bush and groves
of ancient pohutukawa, akathe NZ Christmas tree
(so named forits winter blaze of red flowers). Saddle
up foran afternoon ride or consider a multi-day trip,
which uncovers the beauty of the country’s northern
reaches, including Hen and Chickens islands, seen
from Te Aria Point. Make it aweek and you'llreach the
wild western shores, to glimpse the restless Tasman
Sea (horseride-nz.co.nz: from £35pp for an hour).>
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Whararikk thermal
pocisonHot Water
Beach:the sandsof
Ripiro: catch the
waves at Papatowai

Derveroaming
sand-boarding ot
Hoeldanga. Opposite.
clockwise fromtop
left deserted

=%, Bestfordunes

North Head, Hokianga

Thrusting deepinta the Narthland
region of Noeth Islandis the wid Hokianga
Habour Atits mouth s a sandscape of
mountainous dunes condealing strange
wind-<oupted auldrops ond canyons of gokien
grans, The spot where the 10th-century
Palynesianexplorer Kupelanded anthe ‘Land
of the Long White Cloud | itreverberates stil
with Maon mystique, Vist with Pete anghisoraw
(haokiangaexpress webs com: tnps todunes,
safting from Oponont Wharf, from £13pp)
Spend the night: £co-luury Kokohua Lodge
perches above the native bush near Opononi,
with spectacular views of the harbour and
dunes (kokohuialodge.conz; doubles
from 155, B&BI.
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~ Shore things

NZ's bestbeaches are more than just sand with a slice of sea.
We pick ourfavourite five, each with something specialin store

Bestfor solitlude
*  Wharariki Beach

SouthSeatales arelittered with
secretbeaches, and New Zealand's fmest
cantenderis Wharariki, hedden away off the
roadd 1o Cape Farewell, curving like akm's beak
autnto the turbulent ocean at South iIsland's
maostnortherty pont. Aftera 20-minute walk
across rodling farmland, you'll discovera
shorelne straghtout of afantasy brochure:
wihite sand framed by high rock arches,
mysterious caves, and crestingcunes cradling
seawaterpools. It youre inluck, youll getto see
local sealsinduigingtheir penchant for surfing.
Spend the night: The evocatively named Adrift
inGaldenBay (adift.conz; douiles fromE£140,
including breakfast hamper) has madern
comfortable stixios and collages

&, Bestforwarmwater

Hot Water Beach

Onthe Coromande| Pennsula, North
Iand hot tubs come courtesy of nature Hot
Water Beachis named for the geothermal
watersrising to the surface fromastretch of
Pacific sand bookended by cliffs cnmsonwvath
the fiowers of pohutukawa trees. Dig abasin
wAthin acouple of howrs esther side of low tide
(seethecoromandelcomfortimest, thenwatch
steaming water wellup — yowr cue totakea
mineral-lacedsoak, whileyougaze at curious
Castle Rock offshore. Atterwards, grab acoftee
and aveggie bite at the timbey-and-mudbrikk
Hot Waves Cate (8 Pye Place), whichis also
where you canhire a spade for the day.
Spend the night: The heachside Ocean Vew
Ceottage (hotwaterbeach nel nz. skeeps four
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from £93, sedl-catering) offers contempocary
woood-ficared styde withmod cens

Bestfor waves
Papatowai
. SurThatspat Piha, onthe Tasman
coastweest of Auckland basksinits fame,
having servexd as the setting for TV <haw Pila

Restws (New Tealand’s ansawer 1o Baywaolcn)

Butreal hardcare surf nuts head to Papatowai,
near Dunedinuinthe SouthOtagoregion. 'Pros
arkamdaze only' wams ene respecied surt
sater, andit's sound advice for aplace pounded
by soene of the countnySigoest waves.
Towr-inteams are on hand 1o heldp the brave
tackle the beachys langbarredling right or
ledgng kel bigails and tendrils of kelp add to

thestress of thes pulse -quickenng surf beacon.

ve | MR 'A':l'.'n""'uk'

Spend the night: Hilltop Catlins (ulltopcatins
conz; doubles from £45, B&B) offersarange
of homety rooms — or the whole house - just
back from Papatowal Beach.

Bestforhistory

Ripiro Beach

Ninety Mie Beach.inthe farnorth of
Noethlisland,is assumed by many to be New
Zealand's longest. Infact, it'sonly 5Smiles
[B8xmilong. Thereal McCov s RiproBeach,
onNorthland's western Kapara coast, where
youcan sand-yachtalong 63miles (100km)
of virgin Tasman sand. Here you 't find ,
20,000-year-oldpetrified forests, and scores
of shipwredcks — among them a 15th-century
Portueguese caravel, doomedneverto claim
this newlandforiberta, Watch fishermennet

flounder, kmgfishandsnapper ol the beach
o try foraging yourself for green-lipped
muzssels from the rack s ot Maunganui Bluff.
Boeyond the dunes, explore pretly coastal
settlerments with evocative names such as
Glinks Gully, Mabata Gop and Omaman At
Baytys, you'll find colourfud seaside cottages,
excellentrestaurants, littie gallenes andthe
Skydome, an observatary with abuge

skoes {call 00 63 210 751228 10 book avisit)
Spendthe night: The prasaically ramed
76 Chases Terrace turms ogg tobe afunky
yvellow bachibolday homel, whchhas staad
beskie Baytys Brachfornearly a century.
There's no TV.OVD orinternet, butplenty of
starry skies (holidayhiouses Conz/propert
1670 aspy; sleeps three from £65, self-catering). >
—
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Auckiand

mains about £15), Al Brown (anc

culinary icon) sends out obscenely Y
scrumptious turbot sliders with lemany maye,
watercress and dangerously buttery toasted
brioche buns. Even naughtier are the moreish
smoked brisket tortillas with chipotie and
pickied onion.

Across town, the French Café (thefrench
cafe.co.nz; mains about £96) may have been
openforyears, butits sleek. minimalist decor
andNordic-tinged foodis very now, fromthe
creamy eqq yolk confit with smoked potato,

76 SUNDAYTIMESTRAVEL MARCH 2015

asts oneof the country’s bestrestaurantsin
3 (ratadining.conz: mains about £16). With
inspired by the country’s native rata tree
ol wood and leafy details — the menu, by
bchefJosh Emett. celebrates Southistand
e, Don't miss goat-cheeseprofiteroles

' \vlh?dablossom honey (fantastic), merino

Lambrump with spicedaubergine, broccolini,
globe artichokeandparmesan beignets
{double fantastic), orthe Southland cheesa roll
— ariff onaKiwl chitidhood classic— withbitter
leaves, buttemnut squash, haneycomb and
truffledressing.

MARKET GOODS
Every Saturday morning, Aucklanders flock to
the trendy Britomart precinct to start nibbling

Aucmndsaeaﬁvedmmmto when
they'vehad enough of the city — to sip organic
Feijoabubbly from the Lothlorien Winery, buy
raw macadamia butter fromNuts AboutNZ,
and feaston slow-cooked polentawithroast
aubergine fromWeLove Food. >




‘Do’ Art Deco Napier

Allstreamlined contowrs and

in-your-face colours, the Art
Deco style is more look-at-me Miams
thanruggedNew Zealand. YetNapler,
overlooking the Pacific inHawke's Bay,
is adelightful DownUnder oddity.in
1937an earthguakerazedthe centre
of thetown. ArtDecowas the style of
the timas and soit wasinjected into
Napiersre-buld, creating perhaps the
tarthest-tlungoutpost of thatinter-war
phenomenon Daly walking tours
(artdeconapercom £9) fromthe
Napier ArtDeco Truston Tennyson
Streetgive the nside track and provide
accesstothe Daity Tetegraph office,
whichlookslike a setfrom Citizen
Kane, andthe Municipal Theatre. Stay
atthe Masonic imasonic.conz; doubles
from £287, rcom only).

+ Rub shoulders with
Hobbits

You'dhave tobe living in

Gollum's cave ta be tnaweare that Peter
Lackson's epx: Lord of the Rmgs films
were shat nNZ. Mostsets have long
gone, butthe South Island scenery
remans - and, tucked inthe knolls
of Matamatafarmiand, is Bobbiton,
where you cantake a two-hour

guded walk around the set and see

44 rigorously maintained Hobbit hotes.
I'he towr ends atthe GreenDragon pub,
where you'llhear about Jackson's
teracious attention to detail the had
everyleat of apear tree replaced, just
tokeepathvee-second clip faithful 10
the booksy. Jon the frst low of the day
19.3Cam) betare the groups pile n,

v baok one of the evenmg visits p
with dinner at the Green Dragon
(hobbitontours com; tours from £39)
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Take to the water

It's edged by ocean, but lovers of the wet stuff can get their Kicks notfar from the shore

1THEFJORD

The classic NZ unmissable’ from Quesnstowns
Mifard Sound reajourneys. conz; from £99 by
return coach fromQueenstawn). IU's a spectacula
four-howr drive tothe tp of the fjord Imsnamed &
sound), bat the real shaw staets aboard the boat,
The hells Al around, including the epe Mitre Peak,
rising kmout of the water, are spedibadingin
sunshine, Inrain fandit's isually rainmgl things gel
really aqua-dramatic, water dancng inthe breeze,
blownupwards, scattering across the sky like icing
sugar, fyoure lucky youll spot seals lazing on
rocks — If eventuckier rare Flordland crested
penquirs. Toget abit closer. ditch the cruse for
anintrepld kayakmng tour Benqg onthe water
highlights the dramatic landscapes, and you'll
make itintonooks thatboats can'treach
(seakayakfioraland.co.nz; from £62).

2THELAKE

New Zealand's l:fqes: lake, the grandiose Taupo,
inthe centre of the Nocth Island, pushes the boat
outwith aquatic action. After ail, with 620sqkm
of surface area, wake-boarding, standup
paddie-baarding o water-sXing are givens. To
tridy apprecate the scope of the Lske lintruth the
worlds secand-largest valcana crater, filledwath

| water), joinan evenng vayage aboard 20S yacin

Barbary, and see the towering lakeside Maorirock
sculptures, Only accessle by water, the detailed
Cavings, areatedinthe 705, reedramaticallyona
smocthrocklace anhows sail from Taupo town
Enroute, you pass coves sprinkled with holiday
homes, green hills, and asacredMaoriisiand.
Heading home, they'll crack openthewne &5

you cuddle upwith lankets under the bigopen
sky (sailbabarny.com; £24 Toc two-hour Maori
Rock Carving Crure)

3THEBAY

The pomt where the Nocth IsLand's tip disintegrates
nto blobs of lnd before desolvinginto sears,
knownas the Bay of Kands
boater's delight. You needmtworry about hirng

anda's ahause

YOUr onm: jom any one of severa overnight inips
andyoucan kayak, snorkel and sleep abowe the
gentiewaves, taking inthe epic scenery by
osmMOsIs. Spotpenquins, martns, whales and
golphins asyouaulse. Try yourhand at fishing for
your dnner betore the starry nght sends you out
oaanaveningkayak andstar-gazing sessian, And
gon'tforgetfunhours swimmmag Incearlagoons,
explomng WWilremains, spottingancent Maon
lartifications ar stopeing to play volleyballon
remote, picture-perfectbeaches (rocktheboat.
<onz; the Reck Overnight Cruise, from £118).

WOSA ROR CROSEAN ANNVANAET AUCIA MLLES NOFMANMLLER s 'WaTLeY
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Get down with Moby Dick

For decades — right up until the '60s, in fact — the waters off Kaikoura
ranred with the blood of dead whales, which supplied the oil on which
the town prospered. Today, the cetaceans are stilla money-spinner,
butit’s their grace and beauty at sea that draws visitors here to the east
coast of South Island. You can whale-watch from the air, the sea orone
of the many tramping trails in the surrounding mountains, though most
popular are those boats run by the indigenous Ngati Kuri people: their
Whale Watch Kaikoura fleet has scooped numerous Responsible
Tourism awards (whalewatch.co.nz; from £75pp). It's the upswelling
currents here — and the resulting 24-hour buffet of plankton and other
whale food — that make this one of the world's top Moby-spotting
locations (as well as the only place in the world you canreliably see
spermwhales). But look out, too, for orcas through the summer months,
humpbacks in winter — and dolphins pirouetting in the deep. At Akaroa,
you can even swim with the tiny Hector's dolphin (blackcat.co.nz; £42).
And that aloneis worth 225-hour flight...
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Get me there

GO INDEPENDENT
Allflights to New Zealand make atleast
ane stop, and no single airline has
consistentty law prces — soshopping
around for discounted fares (usually
£800-£900 return) to suit your travel
dates is key Generally, post-Easterto
mid-June, then October and November,
arethe pame times forbargans.
Auckland Is the country’s major
arporthub. The quickest. one-stop
options fromHeathrow. taking ust
under 24 hours, are vath Singapore
Airlines (singaporeair comy from £869),
via Singapore, o Malaysia Airlines
(malaysaartines com; from £700),
v Kuala Lumpur, AirNew Zealand
@irmnevzealand co.uk; from £890),
goes asightiy longerroute viaLos
Angeles - butasit's also the domestic
operatar, it canwork out cheaper if
busldingonward joumeys nto the
same ticket, Forexample, Heathrow -
Auckland - Dunedin-Wellington-
Londonin May costs from £1.052, butif
booked separately vath Etihad tetihad.
com) for the ntemationallegand Air
New Zealand for the domestic leg over
the same dates, you'd pay £1.261. China
Southemn Airlines (csalr.com) regularty
offers sub-£800 returns, but often the
catchishellish 21-hour layovers In
Cuangzhou. Cathay Pacific (cathay
pacific come from £879) offers the
onky one-stop tip fromManchester.
Toflyinto Christchurch, there is asole
one-stop option from Heathrows, with
Singapore Alrtines (a5 before).
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If you're startng your holday in
Dunedin Wellngton or Queenstowm,
onepossibility Is to connect through
Auckland with AirNew Zealand
(asbefore). Anatheris to fiy vaan
Australian hub using a partnership:
elther Emirates lemirates com) and
Qantas (qantas.com.aul, which fly
Birmingham to Queenstown, viaOubal
and Sydney or Melboume, from £357)
or Etthad (a5 before) and Virgin
Australia (virginaustralia coml, which
fly London to Gueenstown. via Abu
Dhatiand Sydney. from £1181).
Emirates flies from six UK asports
Uncludng Newcastie and Birmingham,
and Etihad from three (ncluding
Manchester and Ednburgh),

Ifbullding Instopovers In Asia, the
US, Australiaorthe South Padfic,
aspecalisttravel agent suchas
Trailfinders (trailfinsers coml or
Roundtheworldflights.comwil likely
find you the best deal, as complex
tineraries usually have too many
variables forinternetbooking engines
orairlines’ websites to deal with. For
example, thelatterquoteda Heathrow-
Bangkok-Auckland-Sydney-Heathrow
inerary for £936, but forthe same
dates on the Emirates website the
flights would cost £1,465.

GETAROUND

BYPLANE

Ajudicious domestic flight o Twio can
saveplenty of timeandmoney. A
one-wayAuckland-to-Christchurch

tends to be quite

Vae withaview:
draing s thebest
wayloseethe
country. sowtrynot

s 2
EXCESS?
abooking. -
double-check -
yourexcess it

righasNZ (sewnral ©
hundreddotiarsis
—~unikemthe

UK ~ youoften :
can'tpay exirato
reduceRtozero .

hop. forexample, can cost under £50
with Jetstar{jetstar.com ) andtakes
nst8S mnutes Jetstarconnects afew
othermagor atesbut AirNew Zealand s
the onty choxe onmast routes,
although Sounds Air (soundsar com)
hops between the bottom of the North
Istand and top of the South Istand

BYCAR

Onving is easily the bestwanyto see
New Zealand. Kreds drive onthe left,
andsmnce many roads (particularly m
the South Island) are extremely quiet,
there's ittle to ternfy eventhe most
nernaus driver However, mountan
roads arewnding and often closed
orrequire snowe chamns between May
and October. Watchout forpolicemen
withspeed gunson backwater roads
—theyll pullover amyone breaking
the standard ¥J0kphiemit

Theusual suspacts — AVIS{avis co.
nz), Hertz (hertz.conz), Theifty (thrifty.
conzletal — are represented at most
arports. Huntfor deals oncomparison
sites, such as carventals.co.uk or vroom
Vroomwroom.co.nz andexpectiopay
around£140 foraweekinaVw Golf.
AceRental Cars [acerentaicars.conz)
offers economy vehiclesfrom£22a
day — older, manual cars, collected
fromtatty atf-airpoactlocations.

Prefer acampervan? Apollo
(apeliccamperconz) offers budget
madels from £120 for seven days. Britz
itz coml, Juey ljucy.conzh and Kea
keacamgpers.com) are anongthe
competition —whichis Fairly lerce so,
aqain, compare prices hefore booking,

Irswitchingislandsviathe ferry, note
that wathmany companies you leave
your carinWellington and pick up
anotherinPiton lorvice -versal

BYPUBLICTRANSPORT

They're brdiant for catchng the views,
buttrainservices canbe limited, slow
andrelatvety expensve The KiwiRail
kiwdrailscenic.co.nz: from £100,
one-way) Auckland -to-Wellington
servicetakes justunderilhoursand
runsthree times a week. Intercity
{intercity.co.nz) buses are generally
more functional, running between
maorcitias, withlow prices (around £12
fromAwckland to Wedlington) it baaked
enlinem advance. ntercity alsooffers
multi-day travel passes, but they
generally work oulmore expensne The




Interistander ferry (intersianderco.nz)
fromWellington to Picton costs from \
£33 andtakes three hours. Hop-on,
hop-off networks for backpackers, such
as Kiwi Experience (Kivdexperience.
com) and Stray (straytravel.com)
combine transport with 1our, S0 you g8t
toenjoy somesightseeing. Amassive
range of pass options are available,

but Kiwi Experience's Turky Chicken'
covers mosthighlights onbothislands
in21daysfor £748

COPACKACGED

GRAPEESCAPE
Discover The World (01737 214297,
decaver-the-warld couk) offers a
nne-night Bowtique Wine Trod'
self-drive trip that includes full- day
tasting tours of the Hawkes Bay and
Blenheimwne regions, from £1,.450pp,
BS8. excludng flights. There's time
nMartnboroughto check outthe
premumcellardoors. andaday in
Nelson, which can be mernly swilled
away hopping between oraft breweres.
Alsoincluded IS aboattrip at Waltomo,
andtwo nights amongstthe ArtDeco
architecture inNapeer.

CULTUREWITHTHEKIDS
Bridge & Wickers (020 3417948,
briggeandwickers.co.uk sedls a12-day
‘Craters, Coast and Culture’ selt-drive
holiday on the North Eland, with family
accommadationin Auckland, the
Coromandel, Rotorud, Tongarre ‘
National Park and Wellington, exciuding |
flights, from £1,100pp for afamily of

four. The suggesteditingrarny has
kid-pleasing activities, suchastheglass
Moor at Auckland's SKy Toweer and

zorbing in Rotorua, plus educational

stops such as the Te Papa Tangarewa
natonal musesminWellngton and a
Maari concertinRotarua.

ANIMALMAGIC
Responsible Travel (01271823700,
% responsibletravelcom has a2t-night,
g wildlife-tocusedodyssey around both
g slands, staying mastly nnlodge-style
accommodation, from £2,650pp, BAR,
3 withcar himn'ul naintemational flights.
> Hightights inchade aday spolling
E penguins, albatrosses and seals onthe
£ OtagoPeninsuly; looking for kiwis and
§ ather rarebirds onStewart Island and
; thewnderwater chservatecy atMiltord
Sound There's also whale-watching in
Kaikowa and dolphin-viewinginthe
§ MarlboreughSounds. The package
& Costs from £2,650pp, B&E, inchuding
= carhire butnotinternational flights.

NoWH LY

Tasman Sea
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MUDDY BOOTSMARATHON
Ramblers Worldwide Holidays (01707
33133, ramblershobidays. couk) rums s
21-night'Great South Kland Adventure’
withabeavy emphasis onhikng, You'll
walk challengng routes inthe Mot
Aspring Natanal Park, around Maunt
Caok andanthe Franz Jose! Glacier.
Thentheresapartaf the alpne
ridge-skirting Routeburn Track and four
days completing the 53, 5km Milford
Track, Accommodanon is twin-shase
mastof the time, roughmgilin bunk
rooms onthe Milford Track, From
£6,299pp, B&E, vathsome other meals
andreturn flights from Heathraw

HIGHLIGHTS WITHOUTHEADLIGHTS
1st Class Holidays (0845644 3979,
Biclassholkkays.com) has the answer
far non-driverswho want lopixkinthe
Star Atractions: a16-day ‘Highlights of
New Zealand' coachtour withthe
TranzAlpme Scens tran journey thrown

PACIFIC OCEAN

. Also indhixded are adalphe-watching
Catamarancnase around the Bay of
Islands, avisit to Rotorua's meadpoots,
asteamship journey across Lake
Wakatipu from Queenstown and a
baattripbetween the waterfalls at
Mifard Sound From £2 418pp, B&E,
Based antwo shanng, with 15 nights®
mid-range accormnmmaodation and some
ather meals, butna international flights

FURTHERINFORMATION
Seethe tounst board s website, 100%
Pure New Zealand (newzealand com)
The Department of Conservation site
ac.govt, nzl has better details on
thenational parks, walking trails
ant valdesness areas though

Usekxal weathenforecaster
MetService (metservice com) for
planning around showers and snowfall
The New Zeolond Herald (nsherald co
nztandStuff.conz are the best stes for
swollinguponlocalnews =

—
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